
A TALE OF TWO ROADS 

SKILLED TRADE 

(TILE SETTER) 

4 YEAR  

DEGREE 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $26, 000 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $9,750 

+ Benefits Package $7,800 

TOTAL EARNINGS $43,550 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $28,080 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $10,530 

+ Benefits Package $8,424 

TOTAL EARNINGS $47,034 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $30,160 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $11,310 

+ Benefits Package $9,048 

TOTAL EARNINGS $50,518 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $32,240 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $12,090 

+ Benefits Package $9,672 

TOTAL EARNINGS $54,002 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $34,320 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $12,870 

+ Benefits Package $10,296 

TOTAL EARNINGS $57,486 

 YEAR 

In-State Tuition $9,364 

Other Fees $2,270 

Room & Board $9.616 

On-Campus Other Budget $3,952 

Books & Supplies $1,006 

TOTAL DEBT - $26,208 
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4 YEAR  
COLLEGE  
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SKILLED  
TRADE 
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Gee...How long is it 
going to take me to        
      pay this debt 

off? 

age 19 

age 19 

WOW...In 5 years  
I can purchase that 

home I’ve been  
thinking about…. 



Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $26, 000 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $9,750 

+ Benefits Package $7,800 

TOTAL EARNINGS $43,550 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $28,080 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $10,530 

+ Benefits Package $8,424 

TOTAL EARNINGS $47,034 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $30,160 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $11,310 

+ Benefits Package $9,048 

TOTAL EARNINGS $50,518 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $32,240 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $12,090 

+ Benefits Package $9,672 

TOTAL EARNINGS $54,002 

Annual Gross Salary YEAR 

Typical 40 hrs. $34,320 

+ Potential  10 Overtime $12,870 

+ Benefits Package $10,296 

TOTAL EARNINGS $57,486 

Skilled Trade  
(Tile Setter Apprenticeship) 

EARN AS YOU LEARN! 

4 Year College Degree  
(The 5 Year Plan) 
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SKILLED TRADE 

COLLEGE 

WOW...In 5 years  
I can purchase that 
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thinking about…. 
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